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Photographer:  KATHLEEN MUHLE
Country: USA
f/ 22  1/ 20sec  ISO100  |   24mm

This is the only image for this month and I was not 
happy with anything I've taken lately so I sorted through 
some old images to find one to post. This is the 
Landscape Arch in Arches National Park in Moab UT. 
Late afternoon so the sun is diagonal and I moved 
around until I was able to get the starburst under the 
arch. This was in spring so the walk was not too hot. 
Hope you enjoy the photo.



Brent Mail

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO

WELCOME TO ISSUE 42 OF 
PHOTO BOOTCAMP MAGAZINE!  

Let's look at some creative and art ist ic images by 
creating with Starbursts this month.

It 's a terrific way to create magical points of interest in 
your images. It is also a really fun way to shoot into the 
sun or an external light source.  You can shoot just 
about anything from landscapes to  silhouette 
portraits.

In this month's issue we're talking about using a 
wide-angle lens (or equivalent cropped sensor ie 
10-20mm) and create amazing starburst effects. So 
grab your camera  and let 's get creative.

We will cover different ways to capture Starbursts and  
creative ideas to try. Whether using the sun or 
streetlights at night. 

Then, we'll jump in and see the fabulous Starburst 
photos our BootCamp members have created. 



STARBURST



"In the right light, at the 
right time, everything is 

extraordinary"
~ Aaron Rose 

STARBURST



What is a Starburst?

The Starburst effect (it?s also referred to as the Sunstar or Sunburst effect). Is about capturing the sun or external light and 
causing a Starburst effect within your image. You can use street lights at night or place a dark object partially blocking the sun 
to achieve the star pattern.

Why create with a Starburst?

It?s a terrific way to create magical points of interest in your images. It is also a really fun way to shoot into the sun or an 
external light source.

Tips for capturing the Starburst effect.

- Try using only a wide-angle lens (or equivalent on a cropped sensor ie 10 -  20mm), to create amazing starburst effects. 
- Try shooting in Aperture Priority mode and shoot with a closed down aperture, try f/ 11 to f/ 22 to create a larger depth of 

field.
- You may need to put your Aperture Exposure Compensation on -1ev to -3ev to properly light and focus on your main 

subject, without the sun being overexposed.
- Put your shutter speed and ISO in auto mode and free your mind from all the technical sett ings and concentrate on your 

composit ion.
- Often clear weather and early in the day is best for this type of image, perhaps try sunrise.
- Use a small intense light source, such as the sun or streetlights.
- Try putt ing a dark object partially blocking the sun, to highlight the starburst effect. 
- Consider your main Point of Interest, what is the ONE thing you wish to focus on with the supporting element of the 

starburst? Perhaps the starburst is your main focal area? Try to keep things simple, don?t overload your image. 
- Don?t forget to check out what else is in your frame, you want to remove any distractions.
- Move around within your scene and capture your subject from the best possible angle or vantage point. 

STARBURST



WARNING -  Staring into the sun for long periods of t ime can be dangerous, so try blocking the sun as much as possible with 
your subject while looking into the viewfinder. So be careful and don?t look for too long.

How can you make your images more artistic?

Start with f/ 16 and possibly 2 stops (minus) exposure compensation to achieve a good starburst effect. Focus on your subject 
and then try moving your camera around to get your main focal point directly in front of the sun.

Experiment with different subjects, from nature to portraits. You can create some very art ist ic silhouette style portraits using 
a Starburst effect behind your subject. By using a flash you can light your portrait and capture the starburst behind them. 

Go out into nature and capture starbursts through the trees, or foliage. Use mountains and rock formations to partially block 
the sun. Go out at dusk or at night and use the street lights to create fascinating starburst effects in combination with other 
lighting elements like car light trails. 

Slow down and enjoy the creative process. Decide on your main point of interest and shoot intentionally. 

STARBURST



MEMBERS' 
IMAGES



The lockdown is start ing to ease, however, 
the case numbers are up in our area, so 
will st ick with the yards for now. This was 
taken yesterday morning on our front 
patio. ( Located in the Wollongong, NSW 
area ) Jade, plus raindrops = Diamonds!  :o) 
Shot with my 7 blades "nifty fifty". 

Feedback: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
Beautiful image Rachel. It 's too bad the 
bottom leaf appears not to have any water 
on it. Regardless, this is a stunning image 
and a perfect starburst with a touch of 
spider web in the background. Well done.

Photographer: RACHEL GILMOUR
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  1/ 60sec  ISO400



I've been absent for the past week. kind of hit 
rock bottom. Still under Melbourne's hard 
lockdown. Both of my sons and one grandson 
have coronavirus. My youngest was taken to 
hospital yesterday. We haven't had much in the 
way of sun lately, but I shot this morning in my 
garden. It is a small, unopened side bud on a 
bearded Iris plant, strongly backlit  with a rather 
poor starburst. I know it 's technically not great, 
but it  reflects how I'm feeling right now. I took 3 
shots in manual mode, using the histogram to 
determine each shot. I ended up using just two 
of those which gave me the darkest, most 
uncluttered background with the brightest area 
on the flower bud. Merged and edited in LR.

Feedback: RUTH LOPEZ
Country: USA
Kerrie I am so sorry to hear all that you're going 
through. I feel you've captured your emotions in 
this shot very well. Despite the darkness the 
sun still breaks through, lighting up the flower in 
a way that we rarely see. To me, it  represents 
hope and resilience, and it 's quite beautiful. May 
you and your family be well soon.

Photographer: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  1/ 6400sec  ISO250



Taken at Christie?s Beach, Adelaide, near my 
house. I wanted to have this shot as a full 
silhouette, but that didn't work as well as the 
partial silhouette.

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Lynton, Yes, this is excellent!  Now you have 
a much stronger image with the roof 
structure attached to the upper left corner 
supported with three posts sheltering the 
couple and their dog in the left third of the 
frame and the beautiful starburst as the 
main attraction. Rule of threes!  Well done!

Photographer: LYNTON STACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Sony A6600
f/ 20  1/ 100sec  ISO200  |   16mm



This one is from the archive. The last starburst 
through the coconut trees just before the sun 
vanished on the horizon.

Feedback: LYNTON STACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Beautiful colours Romy, with the clouds and the 
reflection in the water. The starburst effect 
doesn't overwhelm the rest of the photo. Well 
done.

Photographer: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Sony A7R2
f/ 18  1/ 500sec  ISO1250  |   55mm



The prior residents of our new home left this 
statue behind. I like to imagine there is an 
interesting story about this character. I've taken 
shots of her dancing beneath the full moon. Now 
she gets to dance on the balcony at sunrise. I 
tried using a reflector to lighten up the side 
facing the camera to no avail, so I ended up just 
sett ing the statue on top of it !

Feedback: JENNY REID
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
Ruth, What a lovely starburst, my quick 
init ial glance at the image, I thought it  
was a real person until you mentioned a 
statue.

Photographer: RUTH LOPEZ
Country: USA
f/ 22  1/ 800sec  |   20mm



I was admiring the incredible autumn colours in 
our Ash tree and noticed the sun peaking 
through between the leaves and branches and 
thought of this challenge. I love the pairing of the 
yellow leaves with the patch of blue sky and the 
starburst in the middle. Now everywhere I look I 
see starburst opportunit ies.

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Phill, you've captured a great starburst, and 
some really beautiful light through the canopy 
of the Ash tree. I really like the form and lines 
created by the dark branches , and I feel that 
they add extra interest to this image. Well done.

Photographer: PHILL BIRD
Country: USA
Sony A7R3
f/ 22  1/ 5sec  ISO50  |   28mm



Late summer is gone from this hemisphere I am 
afraid at least in Ireland. However, between the 
hours of 9/ 10 this morning, I had clear skies and 
good sun. Ran outside ( fortune can favour the 
brave) and grabbed a few shots. My nifty fifty 
was on the camera and so that is what I used. 
My main objective here was to get a 
sunburst/ flare of some description. The scene is 
nothing. Just shooting through the top of a 
hedge and tree. I have tried this before with no 
success. This t ime around I am pleased with my 
efforts. By the way, the weather has closed in 
and the sun is gone.

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
Really beautiful, Denis. Nice sunbursts.... love 
your diagonal composit ion, with the weight of 
the lower foliage anchoring the scene. Well 
shot.

Photographer: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
f/ 18  1/ 320sec  ISO2500  |   50mm



No reflection this t ime. These palms are planted on 
a rounded mound and the ground slopes down to 
the lake edge so a straight horizon will not happen. I, 
therefore, went with straightening one palm. 

Feedback: PETER DWIGHT
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Jenine, Nice starburst & well placed. As Denis 
mentioned, it  is dark on my screen also but not too 
bad in full screen, well done.

Photographer: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Canon 90D
f/ 22  1/ 60sec  ISO125  |   24mm



Some awesome starburst photos from 
everyone. Mine was taken a couple of days 
ago when I took my grandchildren on the 
Ferris wheel in Fremantle. This was taken at 
about 11:00 AM on my Nifty Fifty which I 
have fallen in love with!

Feedback: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
Laima, I agree with all the good things said 
about this image. You've captured the brief, 
made a very lively and fun- filled image with 
great lines and colour contrast. Richard's 
suggestion has made it into a winner. So well 

Photographer:  LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 16  1/ 200sec  ISO100



On my way home from Botswana and the 
Okavango Delta. This image is one I took in 
May, as I waited for a sunrise overlooking a 
beach in the Eastern Cape of South Africa. Right 
now, I can't post the sett ings as I don't have my 
laptop from which my LR runs with me. Just a 
small traveling one.. I'll post the sett ings as an 
edit when I get home. Just had a first quick look 
at the other images posted and so enjoyed 
them.

Feedback: LEILA GONZALEZ SULLIVAN
Country: USA
Lovely image, Laura. Your eye flows from the 
starburst sunrise to the reflections below. The 
diagonals also help direct the eye.

Photographer:  LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA



This photo was taken from a dock in 
Dalvik, Iceland. We rose very early in the 
day to go whale watching. I "caught" this 
starburst at sunrise as we were walking to 
the boat. We were successful in seeing 
some whales in the fiord. 

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Oh Peter -  really liking this shot. Love how 
your starburst draws me into your image. 
Like the blue vignette which makes the 
sun look nice and warm. Well done.

Photographer:  PETER BRODY
Country: USA
f/ 22  1/ 25sec  ISO200  |   12mm



All my flowers are coming out with the rain & 
then sunny days so I thought I would showcase 
some of them with a starburst in the middle, I 
took this one this morning.

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Peter, I like the way the cloud below and the 
white points of the flower help to frame the 
starburst. Very nice composit ion.

Photographer:  PETER DWIGHT
Country: AUSTRALIA
Sony A7III
f/ 20  1/ 60sec  ISO50  |   21mm



I shot this ?Bay Bridge starburst? last Saturday just 
after 8 am, while the sun was still quite low in the 
sky, with my Leica Q2M 28mm fixed lens. The points 
on the starburst aren?t as sharp as I would like, but I 
wanted to have it centered on the opening in the 
bridge tower which didn?t shield enough of the sun 
to get the desired effect.

Feedback: LYNTON STACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Richard, despite your "disappointment" you have 
nevertheless achieved a good photo of the starburst, 
coming through the opening in the bridge tower. You 
also have the reflection of a couple of those 
openings in the water below. B&W looks good for 
this image. Well done.

Photographer:  RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
f/ 16  1/ 320sec  ISO100  |   28mm



?Victorian Starburst?. I was on my way to our 
neighborhood Potrero Hill Fall Festival and captured 
this starburst peeking around the turret of a 
neighboring house. The image required some 
post-processing to remove a small distraction and 
align the turret vert ically.

Feedback: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
Hi Richard. Good opportunity and nicely taken. I 
wonder if the whites/ highlights were taken down a 
tad would it  help in this case. Well done.

Photographer:  RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Sony A7RIV
f/ 22  1/ 250sec  ISO100  |   50mm



Have not had a lot of t ime to get out. I have 
been keeping my camera with me.... 
yesterday as I went to get my booster shot I 
was walking back to the car. The sky was 
hazy again, but decided to have another go, as 
the sun was gett ing low and the tree in the 
car park created some holes for possible 
starbursts. I have chosen to just put in a 
square, heavily cropped..... just wanted the 
star and I liked the lit t le pop of green that 
frames the centre. Congratulations all, some 
amazing shots on this challenge!  I think this 
is one everyone really took to! . It  was about 
1/ 2 hour before sunset.

Feedback: CAROLINE HOLDSTOCK
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
What a beautiful starburst!  And yes the pop 
of green really enhances it.

Photographer:  SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS
f/ 16 1/ 200sec  ISO100  |   35mm



This image is also from the native garden close to 
home. I liked that the starburst lights up the foliage 
in the foreground.

Feedback:  DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
Hi Caroline. Nice woodland shot. The starburst is 
effective and adds to the shot without taking over. 
Well done.

Photographer:  CAROLINE HOLDSTOCK
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
f/ 20  0.4sec  ISO100  |   24mm



Dave, sometimes the hasty shots work well. I 
think you nailed it. Well done.

his shot was taken just as the sun was sett ing 
when I reached the destination. So there is no 
t ime for me to set up with long exposure 
gadgets like filters and cable release. Just shoot 
first or the sun will disappear in 60 secs.

Photographer:  DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE
f/ 16  1/ 10sec  ISO50  |   20mm

Feedback:  NICK ELLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA
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USA



GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR FEATURED ARTIST:
KATHLEEN MUHLE  |  USA

Brent: How did you get started in photography? What was your 
inspiration?

Kathleen: I started taking photos when I got my first Kodak 
Brownie camera as a young girl in the 50?s.  I still have the 
camera in its original box.  Very little instructions so the photos 
were mostly photos of vacations and of family, B&W and very 
low quality.  High school I worked on the school paper and did 
some photography there, but it was after I got married that I 
started to be more interested and especially after we started a 
family.  For inspiration, my dad was the photographer of the 
family and later started filming Christmas at our grandparents 
and family milestones.  The extended family lived very close to 
each other, and my dad and his brothers would compete with 
the video cameras.  The lights on the video cameras would 
blind you.  We?d have movie nights at home and between the 
photos and videos an interest in chronicling life events through 
photography began.  Before I left home, I organized all the 
individual reels of movies which were later spliced together 
and then he gave them to me before he died.  I?ve since had 
them digitalized. Sharing them with my family to give them an 
insight into my life growing up and a connection to their family 
roots. 



  "One doesn't stop seeing.  One doesn't 
stop framing.  It doesn't turn off and on.  

It's on all the time"  

-  Annie Leibovitz

Kathleen's  favorite inspirational quote:

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

KATHLEEN MUHLE  
USA



Brent: What is it you hope to express to your audience with your photography? What is your strategy for accomplishing that goal?

Kathleen:  Photography for me has always been about creating a chronicle of life.  I have captured our experiences in life, 
milestones, vacations, family gatherings starting with my original Kodak Brownie camera to my current DSLR.  There would be a 
collective groan when I showed up with the camera but years later, they are so glad I took that photo which reinforced my basic 
purpose of creating our journal. Today I?m the ?professional? photographers for all our family events and some of our daughters? 
friends.  My goal is to freeze a moment in time that they will cherish in the days and years to come.  Always be ready is the best 
strategy.  If the camera is not accessible, then you have lost that moment.  I?ve taken numerous courses to gain an understanding of 
photography and enjoy looking at others work, professional and nonprofessional for ideas.  I learn more from my mistakes than from 
my successes.  If success comes to easily the lesson is not learned.  Take advantage of every opportunity to use the knowledge that 
you have to experiment. The advice to go high, go low and walk around is so important.  Whether it is for portraits or landscapes the 
angle of the camera changes the entire perspective and the background can distract or enhance the photo.  For some people they 
can imagine the photo prior to taking it, that is a struggle for me and a goal to keep working for that.  So having goals give me 
motivation to achieve something that you dream about.

Brent: If you could travel anywhere in the world specifically to take pictures, where would you go? Why?

Kathleen:  Lake Bled Slovenia. I have seen many photos of this location from other photographers, and it is ?a fairy tale setting?. The 
town is on the shore and is surrounded by a gorgeous glacial lake with the towering alpine mountains surrounding the lake.  These 
would be photos of a lifetime.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

KATHLEEN MUHLE  
USA



Brent: What inspires and motivates you to continue taking pictures?

Kathleen:  Motivation can be a challenge. Family events are a great motivator. My grandkids ages range from the 20?s to 
preschool so the challenges are different for each age.  Children grow up so fast and you forget how little they were even a 
few years ago. I also enjoy sharing my talents with the community through my church, the photo club and other community 
clubs. The photo club arranges outings for members to enjoy a day with other enthusiasts to learn from each other and 
motivate you to spend a day with your camera.  We recently participated in a weeklong trip to the Black Hills of South 
Dakota.  Each of us saw the same scene and photographed it with our own interpretation. It was amazing.  I?m also on the 
local community association board so I?m out photographing our trails and posting those for the larger community and 
even had a few featured in local directories.

Brent:  What is the most challenging photo you?ve ever taken and how did you overcome those challenges?

Kathleen:  Taking the photo of the Delicate Arch up close and personal in Arches National Park.  This required me to hike 
the trail which is a 3-mile roundtrip and climbs 480 feet. I?m not a hiker so this was a slow go for me. I also wanted to be 
there for sunset even though the sunset is on the other side of the arch.  I?m also not a fan of heights.  Making it to the top 
was a relief, only to find this huge bowl that is dips down to the Delicate Arch.  The first view is with the La Sal Mountains 
to the south behind the arch.  As I wanted sunset, I had to traverse all the way around and that was a bit daunting, but I 
made it and the sunset could have been better, but it was still striking.  I also set up the tripod to get a photo of my 
husband and be at the base of the arch.  Then we had to head down in the twilight and that is another story.  Some young 
adults took pity on us for lack of adequate lights and walked us down, lesson learned be prepared.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

KATHLEEN MUHLE  
USA



Brent:  How do you educate yourself to improve your photography skills?

Kathleen:  Education is an ongoing process. The bootcamp is an excellent way to have your photos critiqued in a friendly 
environment and to get ideas for future photography lessons. I also find courses online and the photo club does videos, 
workshops and we have monthly presentations on different aspects of photography. Keeping an open mind is important 
and never setting the bar to low, I?m always striving to find something that moves me closer to my vision. Trying to 
incorporate Photoshop into my post processing is a struggle and that is a focus of much of what I am doing at present.

Brent: Tell us about the image (the featured image): What was the inspiration behind it? What was your process to get it? 
How did you do the post processing?

Kathleen:  Landscape Arch is in the Devils Garden of Arches National Park.  It is off the beaten path with a small mostly 
flat hike. Arches National Park is an inspiration to all photographers. The beauty and awe-inspiring formations are another 
example of Gods handy work in our world. This arch is the longest arch in North America.  Worthy of inclusion in anyone?s 
bucket list of photos. This was a single shot. My settings are ISO 100, 24MM, f/22, 1/20 sec. Post Processing in Lightroom 
using the sliders to bring out the shadows and reduce the highlights. Finally increase sharpness and crop.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

KATHLEEN MUHLE  
USA
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So I attempted something that is apparently 
near impossible. It seems candle flames aren't 
static enough to give good stars (without a star 
filter, which I don't have) I tried a number of 
different lenses and sett ings with limited 
success, I even contemplated an LED candle. (I 
used the 80 -  200 zoom).

Feedback: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
Wow, great shot Nick!  You have achieved what 
is apparently near- impossible: a clear starburst 
off a candle flame. I love the simplicity of this -  
it?s just beautiful!

Photographer:  NICK ELLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  1/ 2sec  ISO1250  |   170mm



Yesterday I walked next door to the church. I used 
Photopills to see when the sun would be at the top of the 
church in the morning. I took 30 photos, I found it hard to 
pick between these Two images. What are your thoughts? 

Paul, the starburst coming through the tree is 
nice and sharp ... the cross doesn't provide 
enough of the sun to get star points.

Photographer:  PAUL FULLER
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 16  1/ 125sec  ISO400  |   28mm

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA



This challenge has been, well, challenging!  No 
sun to speak of in North London and much 
practice needed to try to get something that I 
might post. I have been mightily impressed by 
the members? pictures. We did manage to 
escape to Gloucestershire last weekend and I 
found some sun creeping through the 
crenellations of this 11th century church. Tried 
it in colour and B&W and thought that this 
worked better.

A very hard shot to get, shooting up and into 
the sun but very well done. And great subject 
isolation, sharp and defined. I also like that you 
shot facing the corner. Gives a structure to the 
church steeple. Awesome shot.

Photographer:  RON DU BOIS
Country: GREAT BRITAIN
f/ 22  1/ 80sec  ISO100  |   18mm

Feedback: KATHLEEN MUHLE
Country: USA



We had rain the other night and I was hoping for a 
reflection in a puddle. Along with my route is the 
entrance to a company that "makes" frac sand. 
They have a dirt road that always has a puddle 
after it  rains. Well, that one didn't, but the rocky 
area between the train tracks and the road did.

Great shot, Sara!  Two for the price of one. I 
like that you had a plan and subject in mind 
before you set out. Well done!

Photographer: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
f/ 22  1/ 125sec  ISO100  |   18mm

Feedback: RACHEL GILMOUR
Country: AUSTRALIA



I just joined Bootcamp, so I'm new to posting 
photos. I was on a hike yesterday and 
remembered that the current challenge is 
"starbursts." I noticed the sun shining through 
the trees and opted to give it a try. I preferred 
black and white because the trees were dark and 
I thought that the starburst would be more 
dramatic in contrast with the tree. I took several 
shots, but this one (cropped) was my favorite. 
Looking forward to learning from this group and 
reading their comments.

Welcome to Bootcamp Anita and yes this is a 
great place to learn photography!  This is a good 
shot of a starburst and I like it  in black and white 
-  well done!

Feedback: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA

Photographer: ANITA MUCHA DUPRATT
Country: USA
Sony S6500
f/ 16  1/ 125sec  ISO100  |   30mm



Hi everyone. It has been over 2 years since I posted 
anything due to my husband's sudden and ongoing 
illness requiring my care. Thankfully he has improved 
enough now for me to get back to some of my 
hobbies. As Canberra has been in fog and cloud most 
mornings for quite a while. I have chosen my first 
image from some photos I took at Uluru about 5 
years ago. As I did not know anything about taking 
sunbursts then sett ings were more of a lucky guess 
but I just wanted to start participating again.

Welcome back, Annette!  Happy to hear 
your husband has recovered somewhat!  
This is a fabulous starburst. You have great 
leading lines to the starburst. Nicely 
composed!  Well done.

Photographer: ANNETTE HALLORAN
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 16  1/ 60sec  ISO320  |   18mm

Feedback: SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS



I have captured a starburst through the 
glass of the local lighthouse. I have taken 
the image and converted it to black and 
white to give more drama. 

Really nice creative shot, Anthony. I love the 
effect. And this is a much stronger 
version! ! !  I like the landscape and the 
curvature of the land/ base. Well done.

Feedback: SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS

Photographer: ANTHONY CADDEN
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 16  1/ 500sec  ISO100  |   24mm



The headlight of my car. I liked the sparkly 
effect and I knew there were at least three 
possible bursts. But I found more than I 
expected. They are small and almost 
non-existent but they add to the effect.

I truly believe that being interested in 
photography makes you more observant. Who 
would expect to see starbursts on a car!  Well 
done, I really like what you have done here. Nice 
sharp lit t le starbursts.

Feedback: LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country: AUSTRALIA

Photographer: BRUCE PATTERSON
Country: USA
f/ 22  1/ 60sec  ISO200  |   24mm



This photo of the morning sun I had already 
taken prior to this challenge, but I decided not to 
delay in posting the first image to Photo 
BootCamp. Here is an image of a tree silhouette 
against the morning sun with the starburst 
popping through the branches. The first image is 
the original starburst image. I will then post an 
edited image to deal with a number of things I 
think need to be done to improve the image.  
Wanted to remove that overhanging branch 
along with some greenish sun flare to the far left 
of the tree's foliage. I added a lit t le warmth, 
brightness, and contrast. I also removed the 
fence tape running next to the road using the 
clone tool, and then straightened the white fence 
post to the left of the image. I normally do not do 
so much edit ing but had fun learning how to do 
these bits and pieces using Photoshop.

This is a lovely silhouette, Craig. You also did a 
great job in post with your edits. I may even have 
taken out the white fence post as it  really does 
not add anything to the photo. Great edit ing, and 
nicely composed photo. Well done!

Photographer: CRAIG MATTNER
Country:  AUSTRALIA
f/ 8  1/ 50sec

Feedback: SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS



This photo may be more about the sky/ landscape 
than the starbursts but I thought they were a nice 
addit ion to a well-known local landmark

Really like the subtlety of the starbursts in this 
photo. The key subject being the lighthouse, they 
add a softness and warmth to the somewhat 
ominous clouds in the background.

Feedback: RUTH LOPEZ
Country: USA

Photographer: DIANNE PACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  4.0sec  |   135mm



Absolutely beautiful Eugene, I love your crisp 
starburst and the golden glow on this image. 
Great composit ion, well done!

Feedback: LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country: AUSTRALIA

Autumn in the southern US brings the sun in 
at different angles, creating warm glows in 
the sky as it sets. Autumn is also harvest 
t ime for cotton. My starburst photo captures 
the sett ing sun peeking through a cotton ball 
st ill on the stalk wait ing for harvesting. The 
warm autumn sett ing sun created a golden 
glow that wrapped around the cotton ball at 
the starburst and surrounding stalks of the 
plant. The photo was cropped and edited in 
Lightroom to take out a few random stray 
beams of light from the sun that was 
distracting. The photo was handheld

Photographer: EUGENE BRANNAN
Country:  USA
Sony A7RIV
f/ 22  1/ 60sec  ISO800  |   24mm



I love this photo, makes me want to 
walk right into it . The softness in 
contrast to the bright sunburst is very 
appealing. Well done.

Photographer: JIM GAGNE
Country: USA
Canon 80D
f/ 22  1/ 6sec  ISO800  |   14mm

Feedback:  ANNETTE HALLORAN
Country: AUSTRALIA

Here's a 2018 sunrise image in Sequoia National 
Park. After recent wildfires, hard to know what's 
left of this amazing area.



At first I thought the starbursts were from 
street lamps only to find out that this was a 
shot of the afternoon sun through the fence. 
Mysterious and well shot. Well done Keri.

I have had a month off Bootcamp while I 
went on holidays hunting for sapphires and 
gold. I can?t wait for you all to be able to get 
out and about again. My heart goes out to 
you. This shot was taken in my front yard in 
Thorneside QLD.

Photographer: KERI DOWN
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 32  1/ 200sec  ISO500  |   200mm

Feedback:  ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES



Kevin, Nice starburst... I like seeing it 
through the trees!

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA

Photographer:  KEVIN GRIESE
Country: USA
f/ 29.0  1/ 100ssec  ISO100  |   35mm

Took it at a local park that I have not 
been to in a while. I liked this shot the 
best of the ones that I did take.



I have been chasing starbursts around trees 
for a week or more now, but the results were 
too dark, or too bright, or with distracting 
objects creeping into the frame. I finally 
arrived at this one in our daughter?s backyard 
today. (We are just start ing to come out of 
lockdown and can visit some family and 
friends again ! ! ! ). 

Photographer: RODNEY CHARLTON
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  1/ 60sec  ISO640  |   12mm

A lovely sharp starburst Rodney and it?s nice 
to see the light coming through the leaves. 
Well done.

Feedback: LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country: AUSTRALIA



Great starbursts, Rohn. They are so 
sharp that they look amazing. I can't 
believe the variety of starburst sixes, and 
shapes, that we have seen in this 
challenge.

I went on a photography walk with 
another group, & stopped on my way 
home to take this.

Feedback: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA

Photographer: ROHN SHEARER
Country: USA
f/ 22  20sec  ISO4000  |   42mm



I love the ethereal feel that is evolving with 
this image, Sig. Would love to see where it 
goes from here when you have the t ime. 
Well done!

Here is something quite different -  The 
Stars of the Jungle? It was "created" with a 
50 mm lens and a 16 mm extension tube. 
My original intent was to capture a 
starburst in a water droplet. However, very 
quickly it  became clear that I was way too 
far away. When I saw the large starburst, I 
took the shot anyway. When I got the image 
on the screen, I saw that I had a bonus of 
several small starbursts, more or less well 
defined. To me, this has turned out to be a 
bit of a fantasy photo. The question is: is it  
too busy and with too much of the image 
out of focus? Curious about what you think!

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA

Photographer: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
f/ 22  1/ 25sec  ISO100
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