
BRENT MAIL presents...

PHOTO 
BOOTCAMP 
MAGAZINE
ISSUE 45 |  MARCH  2022

PLAYFUL 
LENS

IN THIS ISSUE:



IN THIS 
ISSUE

Playful Lens 04
Members' Images 08

Featured Artist -  Juan Acosta 20
Members' Images 26

Acknowledgments 39
Calling All BootCamp Recruits 40 

Photographer:  GREG SKEHAN
Country: SINGAPORE
I really like the absolutely beaming smiles on these 2 
young boys as they are nearing the end of a hectic 
downhill ride on a very simple homemade "go-cart". This 
is quite typical of the basic equipment used by children 
in developing countries, but it  does not stop them from 
being innovative and having loads of fun.



Brent Mail

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO

WELCOME TO ISSUE 45 OF 
PHOTO BOOTCAMP MAGAZINE!  

This month we're going to look at playful images. Playful 
images are all about just that  -  Play. So it?s all about 
capturing images of people or animals at play. 

It?s energetic, fun, entertaining and amusing. It can be free 
and uninhibited, imaginative, improvised and inspired. It?s 
how kids learn, how we should too.

Life has been too serious for far too long, due to the 
pandemic. It?s t ime to focus on fun and learn to play again, 
just like kids. Let?s capture playful moments and 
memories. Just for fun.

Then, we'll jump in and see  what   our BootCamp members 
have captured, and what fun they had with their camera.
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"Have fun...and lots of it"
~Toni Payne 

PLAYFUL  LENS



What is a Playful Lens?

Playful Lens shots are all about just that  -  Play. " To engage in an activity for enjoyment and recreation rather than a serious or 
practical purpose?. So it?s all about capturing images of people or animals at play. It?s energetic, fun, entertaining and amusing. 
It can be free and uninhibited, imaginative, improvised and inspired. It?s how kids learn, how we should too.

Why create with a Playful lens?

Life has been too serious for far too long, due to the pandemic. It?s t ime to focus on fun and learn to play again, just like kids. 
Let?s capture playful moments and memories. Just for fun.

Tips for capturing Play.

- Think of this as a chance to experiment with your photography, just for fun
- Incorporate play into your creative process, grow as a photographer and as a creative. You may find your photography a 

lot more enjoyable in the process
- Add some personality and life into your photography

PLAYFUL  LENS



- Look for people (and animals) in your area that know HOW to Play. Hang with them for a while and watch and learn how 
they play. Try skate parks, or surfers at the beach.

- What activit ies do you find playful or fun to do? 
- Observe activit ies or events through a playful lens, capture the excitement and fun.
- Stay clear of boring, staged and low energy shots, keep things free and easy, high energy, but most of all fun

How can you make your images more artistic?

Try different apertures, different shutter speeds. Experiment and play. Use different lenses to capture different effects. Try a 
variety of different activit ies, from skateboarding to surfers, live music and events. Theme parks and the circus. Watch kids or 
animals at play. What about parties or family events? Entertainers and buskers. There are endless resources for play.

This month, really slow down (or should that be speed up) have fun, play, experiment and really enjoy the process. 
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Haven't been able to get out much We've 
had lots of ice and snow. I took this last 
summer. My oldest grandson is age 5. He 
loves Jumping in the pool.  I did tone down 
the highlights.

Feedback: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Great shot Maureen. It looks as though 
your grandson is having a great t ime in 
the water.

Photographer: MAUREEN CHOBY
Country: USA
f/ 16  1/ 640sec  ISO1000



I'm usually late to the party (heading to 
Arizona next week so will get some play 
shots then), but for now, here's a photo I 
took last year of our granddaughter at 
the playground... yes, she's as 
mischievous as she looks!  :) I'm mostly 
happy with it , aside from the shadow 
below her hand.

Feedback: JUAN ACOSTA
Country: USA
Beautiful capture Brenda. I can go 
either way with the shadow since 
these fun captures are not staged to 
get rid of all of the possible defects. If 
you want to capture with no defects 
you will miss the moment. Great job!

Photographer: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA
iPhone 12
f/ 1.6  1/ 490sec  ISO32  |   4.2mm



Got this shot from the archive with the 
model having fun with the bubbles. Many 
shots were taken and this one appears 
presentable as most of the other shots were 
either having the bubbles across the face or 
hair or not the right expression.

Feedback: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Yes Dave, the model does look like she is 
having fun with the bubbles. I love the 
colours that you have captured in the 
bubbles; they look like Christmas baubles 
and they really do add another dimension to 
the image. Great shot.

Photographer: DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE
f/ 2.8mm  1/ 80sec  ISO250  |   102mm



v

I have been away for some time and I am happy to be back for my 4th year with this amazing group. I hope to be more 
active this t ime. For this challenge, I am posting a photo from the archive. This was taken in the Trick Eye Museum in 
Singapore when I took the family for a short holiday a few years ago before the pandemic. The museum features 
paintings and decorations that visitors can use for fun photos. This is a photo of a section featuring a painting of a 
maiden holding a silver platTer with the head of a man. The table features a hole through which a person can insert 
his/ her head. In this photo, my son and daughter were reaching in from a window to get hold of the head of my 
daughter- in- law. A lit t le macabre scene but it 's fun taking it. I took some time deciding whether to post the photo in 
B/ W or in color. Finally decided to post the B/ W version.

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Romy, very interesting museum!  The kids 
look like they are having a great t ime. The 
black and white works well here. Welcome 
back! !

Photographer: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Sony A7R2
f/ 6.3  1/ 60sec  |   24mm



I can't see myself gett ing much of a 
chance to play photographer this month. 
So delving into the back catalog. The boys 
and mum at a water slide, Dec 2013. 
Denoised a bit and lightened a bit and a 
slight copping.

Feedback: GREG SKEHAN
Country: SINGAPORE
A great action shot Nick. You really have caught the 
group at a perfect stage of the splash and the 
excellent composit ion really adds to the overall 
effect. No words are needed to explain the photo. I 
imagine that each of the people involved smiles a 
great deal as they recall the moment.

Photographer: NICK ELLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 6.3  1/ 125sec  ISO3200  |   66mm



I don?t know when I will have another playful 
opportunity for my lens, so I am submitt ing this 
image which I captured at our Potrero Hill 
Neighborhood Festival last October. The festival 
draws out the most colorful crazies from the 
neighborhood as well as the mayor, musicians, 
and other celebrit ies. Everyone is vying for 
attention so it?s a photographer?s playground. I got 
this image while the sweetheart clown played on. 
Shot with my Sony a7Riv and my nifty fifty.

Feedback: AMI KIM
Country: USA
YES. The lines and her expression are magnified 
with the crop. For me, this crop really captures 
the energy and fun of the moment, perhaps 
even more than the original. Love it!

Photographer: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Sony a7RIV
f/ 4.0  1/ 250sec  IOS100



This feeder is on a dual shepherd's hook right 
outside our living room window. I have yet to 
capture one of the squirrels mid- flight jumping to 
the ground, so I sett led for this image. The 
squirrel is eating safflower seeds which we use to 
deter the blackbirds that come around and try to 
eat us out of house and home!  Because the 
feeders are so close to the window, we have 
removed a screen so I can easily take pictures 
w/ o the crosshatch pattern in the way.

Feedback: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA
Now that's a convenient way to photograph 
wildlife!  Love the pose. I might try bumping up 
the exposure since he's dark gray... that should 
also add a bit of pop to his eye. Great shot, Sara.

Photographer: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
f/ 6  1/ 125sec  ISO100  |   175mm



My dog was having so much fun during a walk that I 
had to grab a quick snap with my phone (Google 
Pixel 4a). His coloring makes it look like he's smiling.

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Ami, your dog definitely looks happy and I do 
like the shadow. the overall composit ion is 
great.

Photographer: AMI KIM
Country: USA
Google Pixel 4A
f/ 1.7  1/ 11765sec  ISO81  |   4.38mm



While we were visit ing our grandsons for 
two birthdays this month I managed to 
capture this fun shot of the youngest (who 
was not one of the birthday boys) at 
breakfast one morning. He kept gesturing 
for more whipped cream from the spray can. 
Each t ime Grandma obliged with a small 
squirt he turned to me and smiled 
triumphantly. After a couple of repetit ions, 
and everyone having a good laugh, I grabbed 
my camera and began shooting. I processed 
in LR to limit the background distractions.

Feedback: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA
Great shot, James!  Nice even exposure and 
his eyes are in sharp focus. Love the glob of 
whipped cream on his knuckles. The only 
thing I might try is to further hide the 
highchair lines to the right of his head. Love 
this shot.

Photographer: JAMES HERRICK
Country: CANADA
Canon 90D
f/ 5.0  1/ 250sec  ISO400  |   60mm



My friend loves all kinds of animals and is normally 
prepared with a small bag of birdseed. We were 
near a shopping area in Japan when I snapped this 
shot. Used an MFT camera. 

Feedback: GREG SKEHAN
Country: SINGAPORE
Hi Jeff. What a really wonderful photo that 
captures lots of movement, happiness, and quite a 
unique sett ing. Your friend is obviously very 
comfortable with so many hungry birds vying for 
the food offerings and amazing that she is so 
relaxed with one on her head.

Photographer: JEFF REESE
Country: USA
f/ 4.9  1/ 60sec  ISO400  |   23mm



Firstly many thanks to you all for your comments and support last month. Since then my beloved sister Fiona has 
passed and may she Rest in Peace. Time to get on with things as they say. Now I am not in many forms for going out 
with the camera just yet, but I feel it  only right to partake in this challenge. I will post a few shots of past happy 
occasions which I hope you like. This first one is a triptych of my two Grand Nieces taken on different occasions. 
Together I think they make a nice collection. It never fails to strike me how happy children can be when they are given 
the right environment. Nothing special going on, just an enjoyable in the garden and sitt ing on the kitchen floor having 
fun. Hope you enjoy and your comments/ feedback are greatly appreciated.

Feedback: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Peter I am sorry to hear about your sister. This challenge must have been chosen in order for you to be able to look 
back at happier t imes. The triptych is a great idea and the images are tack sharp. They look even better on the big 
screen. Well done.

Photographer: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
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F E A T URE D 
I M A G E

JUAN ACOSTA 
USA

The way she was eating the ice cream I thought was very 
playful. Very intense look while the ice cream was running 
down her hands.

Photographer:  JUAN ACOSTA
Country: USA
Canon 80D
f/ 9  1/ 2000sec  |   115mm



GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR FEATURED ARTIST:
JUAN ACOSTA  |  USA

Brent: How did you develop an interest in photography?

Juan: I was always interested since I was a child but could never 
afford a camera. I was finally given a point and shoot camera 
when I was fifteen years old and that is when my interest 
became a reality.  I was very limited in what I could do because 
of the nature of the point and shoot camera. I became very busy 
preparing for medical school and abandoned my photography 
hobby and picked it up again in 2010 when I bought a Canon 
60D.  I started watching videos and enrolled in the New York 
Institute of Photography - Professional Photography Course and 
was able to get formal training.

Brent: What does photography mean to you?

Juan: Photography is a way that I can express myself and it is a 
venue that helps me deal with the stressful job I have as an 
Emergency Physician.  One can tell a story when capturing a 
photograph.

Brent: What is your favorite subject to photograph?

Juan: I enjoy landscapes, nature, portraits and street 
photography.  I have been able to keep an interest in various 
types of photography thanks to Boot Camp and Brent Mail.  The 
monthly challenges keeps us exploring different types of 
photography.



  "There is nothing worse than a sharp 
image of a fussy concept."  

-  Ansel Adams

Juan's  favorite inspirational quote:

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

JUAN ACOSTA  
USA



Brent:  From your point of view, what makes a good picture?

Juan: I believe that being able to tell a story with the capture makes for a good picture. One also must be cognizant of the fact that 
not everyone is going to like your picture. The most important person that must like the picture is yourself. There are certain rules 
that should be followed such as the rule of thirds, focusing on the eyes when taking portraits, leading lines, as well as others. A good 
photographer also knows when those rules can be broken.

Brent:  What is in your camera bag - in other words, what gear do you own?

Juan: I own a Canon 5D Mark IV, Sony a7III, Canon EOS 1D Mark IVDG 

Lenses:

- Sigma 150-600mm f5-6.3 OS HSM Contemporary Lens
- Tameron SP 15-30mm f 2.8 DIVC USD Lens
- Canon 24-70. 2.8LII
- Canon EF 100mm f/2.8
- Canon EF 70-200 f/2.8L IS USM
- Canon EF 70-300 f 4-5.6
- Canon 85mm 1.4L
- Canon Speedlight 600EXRT Flash
- Canon EF 50mm F/1.4

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

JUAN ACOSTA  
USA



Brent: Tell us about the image (the featured image): What was the inspiration behind it? What was your process to get it? 
How did you do the post processing?

Juan:  It was a really hot day when I took that picture. What inspired me was that it was a candid picture that captured the 
innocence of a child eating ice cream without any worries of letting the ice cream melt on her hands. I used my Canon %D 
Mark IV with the 70-200mm f/2.8 IS IIUSM lens. 1/160 sec at f/9.0, ISO 1000, 123mm. I used Lightroom to increase the 
exposure and cropped it.

Brent: The sky?s the limit, no constraints...What are your grand photography dreams?

Juan: My photography dream is to be able to have an exposition of my pictures and be able to sell them to those who 
would appreciate it.

Brent: What advice would you give to someone just starting on their photography adventure?

Juan: An advise I would give someone that is starting on their photography adventure is to learn the basics of photography 
such as shutter speed, Aperture, f- stop, ISO, composition, camera modes as well as other topics. Also, I believe that you do 
not need an expensive camera in order to capture great images. The best camera is the one you have at hand. What you 
need to do is to be consistent and take pictures on a regular basis in order to improve.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

JUAN ACOSTA  
USA
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This dolphin was playing in an area 
where a river met the sea and he got 
trapped when the t ide went out. He 
spent the whole day entertaining the 
local residents. I'm not sure who 
enjoyed the dolphin's antics the most; 
the mums and dads or the children. 
Parks and Wildlife staff were on hand 
all day to ensure that the dolphin did 
not become distressed by his 
predicament and that people didn't 
interfere with him. When the t ide 
came in again, he swam back out to 
sea. It was amazing to be so close to a 
dolphin in the wild.

Feedback: GREG SKEHAN
Country:  SINGAPORE
Hi Jenine. This is a really wonderful photo, 
with all part icipants (especially the dolphin) 
smiling. The photo is very sharp for the 
dolphin and well-composed considering the 
people in the background. A pity about the 
legs of the person standing, but the hero of 
the photo really does stand out and is 
perfect for the theme of having fun.

Photographer:  JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Canon 90D
f/ 5.0  1/ 000sec  ISO160  |   106mm



I used my lens here to get playful with 
the ocean. I love to feel free, creative, and 
forget about some of the rules.

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
As soon as I saw this image I knew it was yours, Kerrie -  
just love that art ist ic feel, almost like an oil painting. I 
think the darker blue sky and the darker ocean 
background really contrast the white water and that 
barrelling wave in the foreground. Also, the way you've 
composed and framed this image adds a 
three-dimensional feel to it  -  sucking me in. Love it, Brent

Photographer: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  .6sec  ISO 100



This is my first submission for a while and I'm feeling a 
lit t le bit out of touch but so happy to be back on track. 
We spent the weekend with our daughter and her 
family and had so much fun down at the beach on 
Sunday morning. This image was taken while my 
grandson was being raced up and down a pond that 
had been created after the high t ide, he was so happy.

Feedback: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Welcome back Laima. This is a great shot 
of your grandson having fun in the water. I 
love the various shades of blue in the 
water and then there is yet another shade 
of blue in the sky. Lovely fun photo.

Photographer:  LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country: AUSTRALIA
Canon EF 18
f/ 13  1/ 200sec  ISO100  |   135mm



I know I'm posting my second image a bit early but 
heading off for the UK in 2 days and thought I had a 
better chance of gett ing this done now than later. I'll 
hopefully be baking gingerbread men with my grandson 
next week. So this is one of the family favourite pastimes 
when we visit the Eastern Cape coast of South Africa, 
walking the dogs on the beaches, at river mouths, along 
the banks of the rivers at low tide especially. We had 
gorgeous skies the past few weeks. This was heading to 
the river mouth where there are rocks, rock pools, and a 
cave to explore. It was so bright and clear on the day.

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Hi Laura, Lovely scene with well-defined foreground, 
midsection, and sky. Personally, I like the original post 
best as it  looks more natural. If you want to enhance the 
sky a bit, I would try using the masking tools in the latest 
Lightroom update to isolate the sky then play around 
with contrast and or increasing the whites and just a 
touch on the blue.

Photographer:  LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
f/ 8  1/ 800sec  ISO100  |   70mm



This is a photo from our trip to Thailand. We 
were on a boat ride through a mangrove jungle 
when we came upon a group of monkeys. We 
had some bananas with us and decided to 
share them with the monkeys. This fellow did 
not want to share with his friends and shoved 
the whole thing in his mouth. It was a lot of fun 
watching them play.

Feedback: GREG SKEN
Country: SINGAPORE
This is an amazing photo, Peter. Such a 
brilliant expression on the monkey's face and 
the enormous eyes are tack sharp. You really 
have captured the hilarious moment 
perfectly and it is so appropriate for this 
"Playful" topic. I love the way in which the 
monkey is gripping the banana and being 
caught with an open mouth full of 
mashed-up bananas is comical and priceless. 
Thanks for sharing this very good photo.

Photographer:  PETER BRODY
Country: USA



Here's my youngest grandson again, such a water 
baby from the day he was born.

Feedback: DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE
Can see that the boy was really enjoying 
himself except that his eyes are closed. The 
details of the moving waves add to the 
action of this shot. Well done.

Photographer:  LEILA GONZALEZ SULLIVAN
Country: USA



On February 4th My wife and I went to Lizottes Night club to see a 
band that she has followed for over 40 years, The Radiators, I took 
some photos of the band members, who after a long lockdown 
we're really enjoying playing live again, after the show Ian Kirkwood 
from The Newcastle Herald introduced himself to me and ask if I 
wouldn't mind send him some photos as he was doing a review of 
the Band this is only a 1/ 4 of the review. The Digital paper came out 
last night and I was credited for 4 photos Ian said the review will be 
in this Saturday's Paper. [Happy camper].

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Paul, very sharp photos without much noise 
considering the high ISO. You must have been up 
close, too. It must have been fun just to get out 
and enjoy some live music.

Photographer:  PAUL FULLER
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 1.8  1/ 50sec  ISO1000  |   50mm



Emulating the "big guns" at the Olympics -  
another shot from the local park on Family 
day... This young boy and his buddies were 
having a great t ime jumping with their 
snowboards. They had made a jump out of 
snow and were really going at it  jumping 
perhaps 5m (15 feet)!  

Feedback: JENINE TRACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Great action shot Sig. I know this child is having fun but 
on the big screen, I can see the intense concentration 
on the boy's face. It must be harder than it looks to 
control that board and stay with it . Well done!

Photographer:  SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
f/ 6.3  1/ 1250sec  ISO200  |   117mm



My husband's best fun is surfing and I was trying to 
take a photo showing how much fun he has. 
However, this shot of him coming out of the surf, 
where he is hamming it up for the family seemed to 
show how much fun he has in the water.

Feedback: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
Dianne, such a fun image!  He either looks very 
happy, or terrified about the wave coming in. Great 
job.

Photographer:  DIANNE PACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA



Although this was a sad occasion of a friend's 
Memorial Service, the joy created by the release of 6 
butterflies after the service lightened the mood of 
everyone. I love the wonder on the lit t le girl's face as 
she watched the butterfly. On a tripod with Camera 
Mounted Flash. on importing into Lightroom Clean 
& Crisp Preset, Exposure -  5.3 Blacks +54 Crop, Auto 
Straighten, Clarity +14, Dehaze +18, Vibrance +4.

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Glenys, what a very touching moment for 
all involved. Nice complimentary colors, 
plus there are butterflies on the lit t le girl's 
dress, too! !

Photographer:  GLENYS RUTH PRINS
Country: AUSTRALIA



I took it on a weekend at the Old Sacramento State 
Historic Park in CA. Normally I go in the mornings but, 
had something to do and went in the afternoon. I went 
here since I was sure I would find a fit t ing photo for this 
challenge. I was just about to leave when a group of 
bicyclists came riding through the area. When I saw this 
"bike" I knew that I needed to get it , so I did but between 
cars.

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Kevin thanks for sharing this wonderful playful image 
you captured. Love the complexity of the bike and the 
carnival feeling this image gives me. I know it can be a 
challenge when photographing something during an 
event with lots of people and cars around. Here are a 
few tips for next t ime: when it comes to your camera 
sett ings make sure you photograph at a much faster 
shutter speed to make sure that your subject is sharp -  
I'm talking 1/ 200 second or faster because he's moving. 
Also, shoot with a wider aperture to a shallower depth 
of field to separate your subject from the background. 
When it comes to composit ion, I'd do two things... leave 
some more space in front of your subject to give them 
room to move into and get down lower to make your 
subject look even taller. Also, try to get ahead of your 
subject and have them facing you if you can. Hope 
these suggestions help.

Photographer:  KEVIN GRIESE
Country: USA
f/ 10  1/ 60sec  ISO400  |   49mm



Hidden in the waves are a couple of youngsters 
body surfing and having great fun. I took this last 
Saturday at our local beach when I went down to 
photograph the yacht club race.

Feedback: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
Hi Lynton. A nice overall image that has an 
invit ing look -  Come in and have some fun. 
Well done.

Photographer:  LYNTON STACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 5  1/ 800sec  ISO1250  |   400mm
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About this publication: 
Photo BootCamp Magazine was created to showcase the art, skills, and camaraderie of the recruits from the Academy. Each 
month, Brent leads members in a new drill, teaching them what they need to know to get out in the field and create images 
using their new skills.

About Photo BootCamp Academy: 
Photo BootCamp Academy is a community of like-minded photography students who come together to learn in the fastest, 
most fun way -  how to harness the magic of photography, improve their craft, gain confidence, and sometimes even win 
awards!  

Join BootCamp here: https:/ / shareinspirecreate.com/ join-bootcamp

Copyright:
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Artists in this magazine are responsible for their own works and any rights appertaining.
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