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Photographer:  KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 4.5  1/ 125sec  ISO100  |   80mm

Shot in my backyard yesterday. Like most of the East 
coast of Australia, we have had higher than average 
rainfall. This has to lead to a bumper fungi season, I 
have never seen it in such abundance!  I found these 
two lit t le toadstools growing on some decaying wood.



Brent Mail

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO

WELCOME TO ISSUE 48 OF 
PHOTO BOOTCAMP MAGAZINE!  

This month we're not going very far at all. No more than 40 
metres/ yards from your own front door.

There are often some really interesting and captivating 
subjects right outside our front door, we just need to slow 
down and look. Often we are in too much of a hurry to get 
where we need to go, we just don't stop to really look.

By slow down and really looking at what is around us, is a 
truly fabulous way to capture some amazing images, right 
out own front door.

Then, we'll jump in and see  what  our BootCamp members 
have been finding and capturing out their front door. It 's 
truly fascinating what our members have been finding.



50
met r es / ya r ds



I don't ask for the sights in 
front of me to change, only 

the depth of my seeing.
~Mary Oliver

50 M ETRES/ YARDS



Why 50 metres?

Shoot your image within 50 metres/ yards of your front door.

Look for something interesting and compelling right outside your front (or back) door.

Why shoot out your front door?

There are often some really interesting and captivating subjects right outside our front door, we just need to slow down and 
look. Often we are in a hurry to get where we need to go, we just don?t slow down and really look at what?s right in front of us.

50 M ETRES/ YARDS



Tips for capturing captivating images.

Try using a zoom lens and follow these t ips to improve your photography.

- Slow down, perhaps even sit somewhere for a few moments and really take it all in.
- Don?t look too hard, often we just don?t see the magic we walk straight past every day.
- Look for just one or two subjects and really try to capture them in detail.
- Always shoot in Raw, to be able to get the most of your images in post-production.
- You can use a zoom or a macro lens for this challenge
- If using a macro remember that shallow depth of field is not always your friend, try using a mid-range aperture like f/ 8.
- Use Auto ISO and try a minimum shutter speed of about 1/ 250 -  1/ 500 seconds for flying insects and animals. 
- Try Auto AND Manual focus.

How can you make your images more artistic?

After the shoot -  remember how you felt when you captured your images and try to reflect that in your post-processing. This 
is where you can get creative too. Look at capturing the most of your images with crop and adjustments in the 
post-processing stage.

Remember you want your main subject to attract the eye, not all the distracting elements surrounding it. 

Slow down and enjoy the creative process. 

50 M ETRES/ YARDS



MEMBERS' 
IMAGES



This is my second submission. From the same lit t le 
garden, I have got another Lime butterfly sipping 
nectar on a flowering plant. Taking butterfly shots 
can be challenging and they tend to flutter 
everywhere. One way is to choose a flower with 
clear background and pre- focus on it. Have a tripod 
and mount your camera at a distance and wait for it  
to land. It will be easy after that. Set the camera to 
the high speed of at least 1/ 2000s. Do a burst shot 
and get the clearest image.

Feedback: GLENYS RUTH PRINS
Country: AUSTRALIA
Love this photo. The butterfly and flower 
are very sharp and the background is totally 
blurred, There is even space for the butterfly 
to fly away!

Photographer: DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE
f/ 8  1/ 2000sec  ISO1250



This Dragon was on an orchid stem that was 
growing on my oak tree about 30 feet from my back 
door. I was lucky he did not fly away when I went in 
for my camera. Shot with a Nikon D500 and 105mm 
Micro-Nikkor lens. I did about 25 shots and I chose 
this one for edit ing and posting. I used a high 
shutter speed in case he decided to fly away.

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Wow Bruce you have really done a great job 
of capturing this dragonfly the details and 
the sharpness are incredible. Well done I?m 
impressed.

Photographer: BRUCE PATTERSON
Country: USA
f/ 11  1/ 3200sec  ISO2500  |   105mm



This coffee shop has a much more powerful story for me. A bakery was 
started in my village a few years back when most businesses did not 
survive 3 months beyond the busy holiday season. Soon after, a young local 
man, Miki, educated at the local high school and born and bred in Eastern 
Cape, came along and opened a coffee shop by opening up the front of the 
bakery so that it 's an outdoor serving counter, but still accessible from the 
bakery behind. He serves great coffee (not home-roasted this t ime) and it 
has become an establishment for the ever- increasing local population (due 
to Covid many young families moved to the village and are working from 
home) as well as the regular visitors and holidaymakers. It 's a 
heartwarming tale of success for me. I made the collage for him, taking 
photos with his permission although he was rather shy about it , and picked 
up the print today which I am going to courier to him next week. I am 
thrilled with the outcome of the print as it  was done on matte paper and I 
submitted a high res t iff file so the quality is great. This image is just one I 
did on a low res for Instagram.

Feedback: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
Laura, I love this shot -  it  is perfect in 
tricolour, black-white, and brown!  
Great storytelling -  well done!

Photographer: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA



Here?s a peek into my neighborhood just around the 
corner within 50 meters from my front door. This 
derelict, disused, and neglected garage is an exception 
among otherwise well-kept properties. I walk past 
this lit t le gem on my way to our local grocery store 
and always stop to admire the art ist ic quality of its 
dilapidated condit ion. It may collapse into nature 
soon so I thought I should document its decline 
before it 's too late. I think a tree has already grown up 
through the roof. I shot this image with my Leica Q2 
and converted it to black & white in Lightroom.

Feedback: LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country:  AUSTRALIA
What a fabulous old building, I really like the 
B/ W it works well here as it enhances the 
texture in the doors. You could really have 
fun there with reflections in the glass and 
close-ups of the peeling paint etc ! !  Well 
done Richard.

Photographer: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Leica Q2
f/ 8.0  1/ 60 sec  ISO100



This photo of a Greater Egret was taken from 
the balcony of our current apartment. It  is 
about 30 -  40 metres away from where I was 
standing. We see these birds (and many 
others) almost daily as there is a wetlands area 
about 500 metres wide that we overlook. 
Sitt ing on the balcony eating breakfast has 
been a great way to begin each day. We will be 
leaving the apartment (and Sri Lanka) in a week 
and finally sett ling back in Australia after 25 
years of working overseas. So my next post is 
going to be from a very cold and wintery 
Melbourne.

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Lovely capture Greg and you are so lucky to have that in your 
front yard. Yes, I think it 's going to be quite an adjustment 
sett ling into a very cold Melbourne when you've been away in the 
tropics for so long. Your egret does pop because of the 
brightness against that darker foliage in the background and I do 
like the body language with those wings facing forwards. Like 
Denis mentions below I think this might be a lit t le more impactful 
with a slight crop. Looking forward to meeting face- to- face when 
you're back in Australia -  good luck with the move.

Photographer: GREG SKEHAN
Country: SINGAPORE
Canon 5D MarkII
f/ 3.2  1/ 800sec  200mm



I stalked the birds next door off the edge of my 
front patio. I wanted to crop right into the birds but 
I also liked the bokeh and the fence in the 
background. Not sure.

Feedback: BRUCE PATTERSON
Country: USA
I love shooting birds but there is nothing this colorful 
in my neck of the woods. This shot pleases my eyes, 
but the bokeh and the white fence structure are 
competing for my eye. I believe cropping and selective 
reductions in exposure would help a lot Good Shot.

Photographer:  KERI DOWN
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 7.1  1/ 200sec  |   250mm



I was tempted not to post anything, work has been 
intense, the weather extremely hot, and just nothing 
outside either the hotels, work, or home that caught my 
eye since Brent added the extra challenge of gett ing a 
new image. However, I sett led on this image of an Aster 
flower, (i think). It  was a quick capture at work with my 
iPhone as I walked by the floral department. I cropped it 
a bit to take away some of the distracting surroundings, 
leaving me with the orange edges of the flower to 
border the image and focus on the center.

Feedback: JAMES HERRICK
Country: CANADA
Eugene, It 's a great capture!  When I view 
it full size and even zoomed in, it  looks like 
a painting masterpiece.

Photographer:  EUGENE BRANNAN
Country: USA
iPhone 11
f/ 1.8  1/ 60sec  ISO80  |   4mm



The area directly in front of my house and about 50 meters away is a sugar cane field so I had the area before it planted 
with flowering trees African Tulip and Sakura with some wildflowers in between them. This is where I normally go 
around in the morning for macro photography. I am including a photo of the area to give a clearer view of what it  looks 
like. My submission, however, is a close-up photo of a yellow-orange cosmos flower. I had to use a printed background 
to isolate it  from the very busy surroundings.

Feedback: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
As always Romy, such a beautiful macro 
shot, vibrant colour, and tack-sharp 
detail of the flower centre and the bee. I 
need to come to you for some macro 
lessons.

Photographer: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Sony A600
1/ 100sec  ISO100  |   50mm



This triptych is a collection of photos that I took of a plant in my front 
yard called a silver dollar. The outer two are mirror images of each 
other, with the petal of the flowers leading one's eyes to the center 
photo. The center photo, when converted to black and white, truly 
demonstrates why the plant is called the silver dollar plant.

Feedback: ROMY  VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Hi Peter, I like what you did in this triptych!  Although 
the third frame is a mirror image of the first the 
selective coloring differentiated it from the rest. The 
clarity in the second image really stands out. Well done!

Photographer: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
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ARTIST



F E A T URE D 
I M A G E

SA RA  O'B RI EN
UN I TED STA TES

This is off my front porch. The evening sun was 
dappled through the trees so I grabbed my 
camera and shot a few images. This is one of 
my favorites. I like the bokeh and the 
monochrome look. It is a lit t le soft on the focus, 
there was a small breeze.

Photographer:  SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
f/ 6.3  1/ 500  ISO800  |   300mm



GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR FEATURED ARTIST:

SARA O'BRIEN  |  USA

Brent: How did you develop an interest in photography?

Sara:  I got started in photography in high school.  I took a 
class using my Dad's old film camera, an Argus 35mm with a 
50mm lens.  I used that until I got a Minolta X370 for a 
graduation gift.  I have been buying lenses and cameras from 
there.

Brent: From your point of view, what makes a good picture?

Sara:  Any image that makes you feel.  Whether it makes you 
cry, laugh, think, if it makes you stop and look again, that is a 
good photograph.

Brent: Do you have a certain approach to taking a photo?

Sara:  I am developing a more thoughtful approach since 
starting Photo BootCamp.  It also depends on what I see and 
what caught my eye for wanting to stop and take a picture.  
Composition and angle are probably the first things I think 
about.  Then settings, light etc.



Brent:  Has taking up photography changed your outlook on life? And how?

Sara:  I guess it has helped me to slow down and enjoy things a little more. There is no rushing a good photograph, if you do it's not 
going to be good or certainly not a great one. Also images capture a fleeting moment in time. A record of what life was like in that 
second. It offers time to reflect.

Brent:  Have you ever been in creative flow - where things just happened easily and you felt super creative and time seemed to 
stand still? Tell me about it.

Sara:  I have had a few instances of good creative flow recently.  My husband and I took a trip to Kentucky, Nashville and the Great 
Smokey Mountains National Park back in April.  A few times walking around in nature, I was in the "zone".  Thankfully my husband is 
a patient man in regards to me taking photos.  I have two figurines that have starred in a challenge or two, that I have really 
enjoyed them exploring nature. 

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

SA RA  O'B RI EN
UN I TED STA TES



Brent: What?s the biggest thing you?ve learned in the last 12 months that relates to photography or creativity?

Sara: Listen to my gut and take your time. Let things flow.  Try not to think too hard, for me that scares the creativity away.

Brent:  Any future photo goals?

Sara:  I would like to have a gallery show. 

Brent:  How do you want people to remember your photography/art?

Sara:  I want them to remember how it made them feel and think.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

SA RA  O'B RI EN
UN I TED STA TES
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IMAGES



I love it so much more with a bit of cloud in 
the sky. It seems the bird is brighter and 
stands out more. Either way, wonderful 
shot! !

Photographer: PAUL FULLER
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 6.3  1/ 1000sec  ISO160

I went to check the mailbox, and this black 
Faced Cuckoo shrike was sitt ing on the 
Telegraph wire, I took a few shots and held the 
focus on it, and waited for it  to take flight.

Feedback: TERRI CARR
Country: USA



Back to internet access so I can post my last 
photo shot across the road from where the van 
was parked was this wreck of an old boat in the 
shallows that caught my eye, don't know any 
history of the boat.

Feedback: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
A nicely composed shot. Well done Peter!  
The simple sky and very still waters make 
the wreck stand out. Very nice indeed!

Photographer: PETER DWIGHT
Country: AUSTRALIA
Sony A7III
f/ 10  1/ 250sec  ISO100  |   24mm



Late afternoon the other day from just 
outside my house, I saw this early moon 
rise. So I moved around to try and find 
something nearby for context and ended up 
framing it with a few branches of this tree.

Feedback: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
Rodney, lovely image. So many of us tend to 
forget to capture the moon in the daylight. I 
like how you framed it with the trees. Well 
done.

Photographer: RODNEY CHARLTON
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 22  1/ 250sec  ISO1250  |   300mm



Feedback: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
Denis, I can see why you enjoy sitt ing here, I 
can almost hear the fountain and feel the 
sunshine. A wonderful place to sit and 
enjoy life. Well done.

Photographer: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
f/ 4.5  1/ 320sec  ISO125  |   105mm

When the weather prevails I like sitt ing by 
this lad. It is peaceful and soothing for my 
soul.



This is a shot from just behind my house and easily 
within 50 meters of my front door. The big tree is 
white pine. This species of pine is common in the 
northeastern U.S. and eastern Canada. Since these 
trees are often very tall and straight they were 
often used for making masts in the ?tall ships? era. 
Of course, and as you can see, this specimen is not 
very straight, but to me, its ugliness has a certain 
charm. Unfortunately, I do not have access to the 
camera sett ings as I am currently away from home.

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Sig, it  looks like you are surrounded by a beautiful 
forest of trees. From the size of the trunk, the tree 
must have many stories to tell of its past.

Photographer: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA



This photo is of a fountain in our backyard. The 
water falls gently from an outlet at the top. I took 
this today which was cold and raining.

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Lynton, nice shot... I like the highlights and 
shadows.

Photographer: LYNTON STACEY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Sony A6600
f/ 2.8  1/ 1000sec  ISO200  |   55mm



I've finally dusted off the poor recently underused 
SLR and wandered about 50m down the street to a 
largish Brush box. I often take photos of bark as I 
find the patterns and subtle colour variations 
interesting.

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Nick, glad to see you've found the camera again, 
because this is great, and should be printed BIG. 
Very nice!

Photographer:  NICK ELLLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 8  1/ 100sec  ISO400  |   70mm
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About this publication: 
Photo BootCamp Magazine was created to showcase the art, skills, and camaraderie of the recruits from the Academy. Each 
month, Brent leads members in a new drill, teaching them what they need to know to get out in the field and create images 
using their new skills.

About Photo BootCamp Academy: 
Photo BootCamp Academy is a community of like-minded photography students who come together to learn in the fastest, 
most fun way -  how to harness the magic of photography, improve their craft, gain confidence, and sometimes even win 
awards!  

Join BootCamp here: https:/ / shareinspirecreate.com/ join-bootcamp

Copyright:
Share Inspire Create © 2020. All Right Reserved.
Artists in this magazine are responsible for their own works and any rights appertaining.

https://shareinspirecreate.com/join-bootcamp


Join the Fastest, 'Funnest' Way to
Improve Your Photography!

now  r ec r uit ing

c l ic k  her e f o r  mo r e inf o
shareinspirecreate.com/ join-bootcamp
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